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The Philosophy of F. H. Jacobi. By Alexander W. Crawford. Cor- 
nell Studies in Philosophy, No. 6. New York, The Macmillan Co., 
1905. — pp. 90. 

Professor Crawford has given us a painstaking and appreciative account 
of Jacobi' s philosophy. The first chapter presents a succinct review of his 
life and writings, and the four succeeding chapters take up respectively his 
standpoint and problem, the doctrine of immediacy, his realism or doc- 
trine of actuality, and his metaphysics, theism, and philosophy of religion. 
On one point the author takes issue with Professor Wilde in his F. H. Jacobi: 
A Study in the Origin of German Realism. " It has been said that Jacobi 
is a realist, and his philosophy has been characterized as the origin of Ger- 
man realism. But he is at any rate not a materialistic realist ; for, as we 
have just seen, he is a strict theist, believing also that man's nature is 
essentially spiritual. His language, moreover, is usually the language of 
realism, but we find it easier to interpret his thought as a groping and im- 
perfect idealism. We have seen reason to regard him as having closer 
affiliations with the idealists than with the realists, for his thought is, that 
spirit is the final term of the universe, and that all things have their being 
only in the Absolute who is spirit, and not substance. It is this concep- 
tion, then, that leads us to call him an imperfect idealist, and his philoso- 
phy one of the springs of German Idealism " (page 86). 

An error may be noted in the date given for the publication of Jacobi's 
David Hume Uber den Glauben. The reference to the work on page 4 
would seem to imply that it was published after the second edition of the 
work on Spinoza, which appeared in 1789. In the bibliography, page 87, 
the work is dated 1785. The correct date is 1787. Bibliography and 
index are valuable additions to this scholarly study. 

Professor Crawford has confined himself strictly to historical exposition. 
It would be interesting to have had a discussion of the relation of Jacobi's 
Faith-Philosophy to certain present-day tendencies of thought. A rough 
parallel might be drawn between the prevailing types of philosophy a century 
ago and those of to day. Modern agnosticism and positivism are like the 
English and French empiricism of the eighteenth century, at any rate in 
the denial of all knowledge of the supersensible ; modern idealism not only 
shows the same spirit but is the actual historical descendant of the Kanto- 
Fichtian movement ; and have we not in Balfour's doctrine of faith as the 
foundation of all belief, scientific, philosophic, and religious, and perhaps in 
pragmatism, with its faith in will rather than in intellect, modern analogues 
of the faith philosophy of Herder and Jacobi ? F. C. French. 

University of Nebraska. 

The following books also have been received : 
The History of E.nglish Rationalism in the Nineteenth Century. By Al- 
fred William Benn. 2 vols. New York and Bombay, Longmans, 
Green, & Co., 1906. — pp. xxviii, 450; xii, 533. 21s. 



